
SECOND INTERNATIONAL MEETING 
OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE OF 

“TO TOUCH THE UNTOUCHABLES: 
STRUGGLING WITH TRADITIONAL AND NEW 

ANTI-ROMA STEREOTYPES”

On January 26-28 in the snowy town of Vratsa was held 
the second international meeting of the Steering 
Committee of “To touch the untouchables: struggling 
with traditional and new anti-Roma stereotypes” project 
funded by the European Commission under 
“Fundamental rights and citizenship” program. The 
project is implemented by Center Amalipe. The project 
aims to combat the anti-Roma attitudes based on 
traditional and new stereotypes among employees of 
state administration, teachers, educators, social and 
health workers and among the Roma community itself. 
The mechanism for achieving the main objectives is the 
Joint Task Force (JTF) 

The meeting was attended by the JTF's from the six pilot 
districts of the project; the community moderators from 
t h e  c e n t e r s  f o r  
c o m m u n i t y  
d e v e l o p m e n t ;  
representatives of the 
Ministry of Health, 
Agency for Social 
Assistance, Regional 
e d u c a t i o n a l  
inspectorates  and 

WHAT HAPPENS WITH THE NATIONAL 
ROMA INTEGRATION STRATEGY IN 

JANUARY?

In the Newsletter of Center for Interethnic Dialogue and 
Tolerance Amalipe,  Issue from 12/2011,  was announced that 
at its meeting on 21 December 2011, the Council of Ministers 
adopted a National Strategy for Roma Integration, Action Plan 
and Annex 'Programs for Implementation of NSRI'. We 
promised to provide a follow-up analysis of the adopted 
documents in the January Newsletter. In mid-January, Viviane 
Reding, Vice President of the European Commission and 
Commissioner of Justice, criticized 8 countries for their failure 
to  submit their National Roma Integration Strategies to the 
European Commission, Bulgaria being one of them. Has 
Bulgaria actually elaborated its Strategy and what is happening 
that it has not yet been submitted to Brussels for consideration? 
As mentioned, on 21.12.2011 the Strategy was adopted by the 
Council of Ministers as an 'importer', i.e. the Secretariat of 
NCCEII has taken on the responsibility to make the necessary 
corrections agreed on at the session of Ministers. The Council 
of Ministers Decision in question is Decision ?  1/05.01.2012.  
In it, two things make an impression. First, that the Strategy 
will be proposed for approval to the National Assembly. This 
was one of the basic demands set by Amalipe and actually all 
Romani organizations as early as mid-October 2011 at the 

FOR ANOTHER YEAR CENTER 
AMALIPE CELEBRATED THE ROMA 
NEW YEAR "VASSILITSA”. 

An unprecedented interest and publicity marked all 
celebrations and accompanying events. Within a single day in 
more than 70 schools implementing the 'Decreasing the 
Dropout Rate of Roma Children from School' Program across 
the country, ceremonies concerts and various events have 
been held. Roma and Bulgarian students were gathered to 
show that they can study together, learn Roma traditions 
together, have fun, sing, dance, get educated and develop. 
Centers for Community Development, established under the 
project 'Fostering Fieldwork in Traditional and Marginalized 
Groups of the Roma Community', brought the celebration to 
the very heart of local communities - even among regions and 
groups not being heard of long time ago. Dozens of mayors 
have heard blessings of health, success and wishes for more 
sensitivity to the Roma community (in the framework of the 
Bulgarian traditional ritual sourvakane). For everyone who 
does not believe in superstitions on Friday the 13th, but in 
one's own strength and the power of a child's smile, Vassilitsa 
turned into event joining people. Children and teachers 
together, both Roma and Bulgarian, brought the celebration 
from households into the corridors of national authorities in 
Sofia: Ministries, Embassies and Executive Bodies have 
become hosts of Vassilitsa celebrations in the name of a better 
future for Roma and Bulgarian children. As one of the 
youngest participants in the celebrations wrote, “We are all 
are angels with one wing 
and we can fly only by 
embracing each other”.
For more information 
you can refer to the 
spec i a l  news le t t e r  
edition 'Vassilitsa'.

OUR SCHOOL WAS HOST OF THE 
TRAVELLING EXHIBITION MY DREAM 
OF THE ROMA AND BULGARIA TODAY

ST1  Elementary School 
'Nikola Purvanov', town 
Lom

thWithin a week - 19 to 27  
January 2012 - our 
school was a host of the 
Travelling Exhibition 
'My Dream of the Roma 
and Bulgaria Today' 
which goes round almost all schools in Bulgaria. Students 
shared their dreams in the form of drawings, that have been 
arranged at a special ethnicity corner. Six graders from classes 
with greater number of  Roma students laid down their views 
on a poster which has been handed down to other classes. 
'Bulgarian or Roma, what's the difference after all? Let all of 

thus be together '- wrote students from  6  B grade. To celebrate  
the start of the initiative and interesting way of presenting a 
model in which Roma and Bulgarian students co-exist and 
learn together, the opening of the exhibition and its purpose, a 
small party with representatives of the classes and students 
has been organized. In it took also part Ms Hristova – the 

thschool principal. The 6  grade student Yuri Yuriev read his 
short essay 'I Dream' in which he wrote: 'I am glad that 
we–Bulgarian and Roma children from the elementary school 
in the town of Lom, live, learn and dream together'. 
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others. There were also representatives of the Dutch partner 
organization “Justice and Peace”. 

Within these 3-day each of the 
mobile groups presented the 
achieved results and the faced 
problems.  Indiv idual  teams 
presented their work on training of 
f i e l d - w o r k e r s  –  R e g i o n a l  
Educational Inspectorate, Regional 
Health Inspection, and Regional 
Directorate for Social Assistance as 
well as dealing with specific cases. 

Of particular interest was the sharing of experience on specific cases. 
All the teams had achieved a very good cooperation with the Roma 
community moderators.  The shared experiences have demonstrated 
that the project has already achieved its main objectives – the creation 
of an active working partnership for dealing with cases on 
local/regional level and especially on those cases related to the Roma 
community and other vulnerable groups. Evidence for this are many 
specific cases resolved: dealing with case of family violence followed 
by a school dropout: through the collaboration of social and 
educational authorities; prevention of child's abandonment by a 
prostitute teenage mother – meantime she is back to school and many 
others.   

Especially interesting for the participants was the presentation of 
“Justitia et Pax” (“Justice and Peace”) about the situation of the so 
called “stateless” people in the Netherlands. The film of the Dutch 
Roma organization “Triana” about the situation of the stateless Roma 
in the Netherlands was met with a high interest from the audience and it 
was a reason for a long discussion. The foreign partners presented the 
Dutch good practices for work with Roma community, and all the 
legislation related with that as well.   

During the meeting the results of the social survey conducted randomly 
between employees of the social, educational and health care in six 
areas in terms of stereotypes and attitudes towards Roma were 
presented. The results demonstrate traditional stereotypes against 
Roma community. The project team hopes with their work to achieve 
different results in the study which will be held in the end of the project. 
The start of several campaigns within the project will be also launched. 

All the community moderators from the six Roma community 
development centers established by Center Amalipe in Etropole, Byala 
Slatina, Peshtera, Pavlikeni, Kameno and Novi Pazar also participated 
in the training. During the 3-day meeting the community moderators 
shared their experience on how to work with Roma community and 
gave various examples of collaboration with the mobile groups in order 
to deal with different specific cases. The activity of the community 
development centers is based on a field-work at local level through 
mobilizing of the resources of the community itself. The community 
moderators from the six centers talked about specific cases carried out 
on the ground and set specific tasks for the next months. The need of 
greater promotion of the centers' activities was also highlighted. In 
relation to that the community moderators received a special task: 
together with the team of the project to work on creating of a brochure 
of each center with its specific activities and partners. In general all 
teams reported that they felt like partners with the experts and the work 
with JTF's is the best way for dealing with different cases. If there is 
good partnership there is no more work on piece and that is what has 
won the Roma community's trust in the institutions because this is a 
two-way process:  we need to overcome prejudices and stereotypes of 
the institutions against Roma community and the opposite. 
Participants in the meeting considered it is very constructive and 
fruitful and offered a new one which to be held in May 2012 when are 
going to be ready the final results on the project.

WHAT HAPPENS WITH THE NATIONAL ROMA 
INTEGRATION STRATEGY IN JANUARY?

c o n f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  t o w n  o f  S l i v e n  
 

Embracing this idea is undoubted mark of political determination to set the 
issue of Roma Integration at high level. At the same time, in the Decision of the 
Council of Ministers, the Strategy and Action Plan have been included, but the 
Annex 'Programs for the Implementation of NSRI' which is the most concrete 
constituent of the document package, with clear deadlines and funding sources 
is missing and without it the implementation of the Strategy will be an utopia. 
The Annex has been suggested by Roma NGOs during the October 
conferences, it has been approved by the Interdepartmental Working Group 
preparing the Strategy. Afterwards, it was submitted for consideration to the 
Council of Ministers, received support from the majority of Ministries (in the 
“co-ordination procedure”, no substantial objections have been marked out) 
and at the Council of Ministers meeting no objections have been made. 
Despite all this, the Annex was not included in the Council of Ministers 
Decision ?  1 / 5.01.2012. Roma organizations that took part in the 
Interdepartmental Working Group, set out their concerns about Decision 
1/05.01.2012 in a letter to Deputy Prime Minister Tsvetanov. At a meeting, 
held a 23.01, the Deputy Prime Minister said that the omission of the Annex 
'Programs for Implementation of the NSRI' from the Council of Ministers 
Decision is due to administrative error subject to corrigendum via 
resubmitting the Annex for consideration at the Council of Ministers.  This is 
envisaged to happen at the beginning of February. The Deputy Minister agreed 
on the submission of the Strategy Implementation Annual Report to the 
National Assembly (not solely to NCCEII as provided for in Decision 
1/05.01.2012). Meanwhile, the National Strategy for Roma Integration was 
submitted to the National Assembly and received surprisingly swift approval 
by seven committees. It was either unanimously approved or by a small 
minority of abstentions. The Committee on Education reviewed the proposal 
of Amalipe that the NSRI implementation be reported annually to the National 
Assembly, by approving and including it in the Committee proposal agenda  
The document (Strategy without Action Plan) is expected to be subject to 
voting by Parliament in February. Meanwhile, European Commission experts 
began evaluating applications of submitted National Roma Integration 
Strategies. The first conclusions and recommendations will be discussed at the 
meeting of the European Roma Platform (estimated date - 22 March) and will 
be presented to Parliament at the end of April.

. The document (Strategy without Action Plan) is expected to be subject to 
voting by Parliament in February. Meanwhile, European Commission experts 
began evaluating applications of submitted National Roma Integration 
Strategies. The first conclusions and recommendations will be discussed at the 
meeting of the European Roma Platform (estimated date - 22 March) and will 
be presented to Parliament at the end of April.

http://www.amalipe.com/index.php?nav=news&id=935&lang=1.

http://parliament.bg/bg/parliamentarycommittees/members/232/steno/ID/2333.

THE TRAVELLING EXHIBITION MY DREAM OF 
THE ROMA AND BULGARIA TODAY

Center for Interethnic Dialogue Amalipe, jointly  with all schools 
implementing the Program 'Prevention of the Dropout of Roma Children 
from School' funded by the 'America for Bulgaria' Foundation, started a 
brilliant initiative!  On the 3rd  October 2011 in the school 'Vasil Levski' 
Karadzhovo village, Plovdiv region started the first touring exhibition of 
student essays on 'My Dream of the Roma and Bulgaria Today'. The main 
idea behind the exhibition is to become a joint event of mentoring and pilot 
schools. Active role in it play children, parents, public people and interested 
parties! Each school sends its message further to the next school thus 



Annex 'Programs for Implementation of NSRI' will be submitted for 
discussion again at the Council of Ministers within the next two weeks 

and he expressed his strong support. He agreed also with the proposal that 
the Annual Report on the implementation of the National Strategy for Roma 
Integration is due for submission not only to the Council of Ministers  (as 
provided in this text) but to the National Assembly as well. The necessary 
regulatory and legislative changes to ensure strong community commitment 
with the implementation of the document have been also discussed.

Presentations from the conference find be found at:

http://nccedi.government.bg/page.php?category=73&id=1647

THE COHESION POLICY AND BULGARIA IN THE NEXT 
PROGRAMMING PERIOD

National Conference on 'The new 
Programming Period for EU Cohesion 
Policy 2014 - 2020: Key Changes and 
C h a l l e n g e s '  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  
representatives of the European 
Commission, ministers, administrators 
and NGO activists. The conference was 
held in Sofia on January 27 and was 
hosted by Minister for management of 
EU Funds Tomislav Donchev. CIEDT 'Amalipe' was represented by Deyan 
Kolev. The participants discussed proposals for new regulations of the European 
Regional Development Fund and European Social Fund, announced by the 

thEuropean Commission on 6   October, and the Bulgarian stand regarding them. 
The Bulgarian position will be introduced to the European Council which 
together with the European Parliament is to decide on approval or rejection of 
the proposed regulations. The forthcoming activities and timetable for the 
preparation of new operational programs have also been presented.  The 
Cohesion policy for the next programming period will undergo a number of 
changes. First of all, it will be transformed into a search tool and means to ensure 
better fiscal discipline. Second, it will be an instrument to generate and 
encourage reforms in several key areas. Third, following its main objective to 
reduce the differences between different regions, it will become a tool for 
targeted investment in Europe with view to turn it into a faster progressing, 
wealthier and more competitive continent', said Minister Donchev. On behalf of 
the European Commission's spoke Renaldo Mandmets, head of 'Bulgaria' 
Department  in DG 'Regional Development'. In his words, the primary 
challenges for Bulgaria include focus on theme targets and sectors called for in 
Europe 2020 strategy. As an example, he pointed out increasing energy 
efficiency, development of innovation in the context of cooperation between 
universities, research institutes and industry and the creation of effective and 
targeted procurement procedures and documentation. During the discussion, 
Deyan Kolev expressed satisfaction from the fact that the proposed new 
Regulation of the European Social Fund provides for 20% of the funds to be 
allocated to social inclusion, among the thematic areas of intervention 
'integration of marginalized communities, such as Roma' being envisaged and 
that the status of NGOs was made equal to that of the social partners. 
Furthermore, the availability of the National Roma Strategy is defined as a 
prerequisite (ex-anteconditionality) to each member state to be authorized to 
apply for the European funds. I call for the support of the Bulgarian government 
in relation to these items in the new Regulation said Kolev and proposed 
Bulgaria to initiate the transformation of the intervention area 'Integration of 
marginalized communities such as Roma' into priority area. He argues that the 
need for integrated interventions, including employment, education, social 
services and health are decisive to be able to achieve real progress on the 
integration. Minister Donchev said that the Bulgarian government will stand 
behind these items to the European Council and the integration of the Roma is 
one of the priorities for cohesion policy in Bulgaria. Dobrinka Krasteva, director 
of 'Programming of EU Funds' Directorate introduced the national proposals 
made on the new Regulations adding that they are yet to be discussed and are 
thus open to alterations. At this stage, the Bulgarian proposals include:

·          Introduction of the overall strategic framework that unites five funds - 
Cohesion Fund, European Social Fund, European Regional Development Fund, 
European Fund for Rural Development and the European Fund for Fisheries and 
Aquaculture. This implies greater synchronization and greater simplification of 
application procedures and enhanced cross-sectoral integration.

·         Introduction of preliminary requirements to monitor the appropriate use 
of funds. This will be the tool for monitoring the compliance of national policies 
with European ones. These are the preliminary conditions which each member 
state shall meet prior to signature of the Partnership Agreement and the approval 

CONFERENCE ON MONITORING OF THE ROMA 
STRATEGY

Conference on 'Result-oriented Management: Effective Monitoring and 
Evaluation of the National Strategy of the 
Republic of Bulgaria on Integration of the 
Roma Minority' brought together 
representatives of the Bulgarian 
government, the World Bank, the 
European Commission and Roma 
NGO's. The meeting was held in Sofia, on 

th
January 23-24  and it was organized by 
the National Council for Cooperation on 
Ethnic and Integration Issues. Center 

Amalipe was represented by Deyan Kolev.  'Such discussions provide room for 
introducing the good models and reaffirming the truth that Bulgarian Roma are 
irrevocable part of the economic recovery and development of the country' said 
in his opening speech the Deputy Prime Minister Mr. Tsvetanov. He also pointed 
out that the National Strategy on Roma Integration is a product of the common 
efforts of institutions and Roma NGO and that it is due to persistence of all the 
organizations that the Strategy is submitted for approval to the Bulgarian 
Parliament. The document has already been approved unanimously in 4 
parliamentary committees; it is pending for consideration in 3 other committees 
which will be followed by vote at a plenary session.  The Vice President of the 
World Bank for Europe and Central Asia Mr. Phillip Le Wairua said that the 
investment in the education and social inclusion of Roma is a reasonable 
economy considering that 23 % of the people who join labor market are Roma.  
'Today we make a very important step: the transition from strategy elaboration 
towards implementation and measurement of results. The World Bank can offer 
its expertise in monitoring and evaluation and we are glad that such a nice 
alliance of committed partners is at our disposal – government, UNDP, the 
European Commission. In my opinion, with joint efforts we can all turn the 
strategy into real, concrete, measurable results', said the World Bank Vice 
President. The Head of DG 'Employment' of the European Commission for 
Bulgaria and Romania, Mr. Philippe Hatt assured that the Commission will lay 
the implementation of the National Strategy on Roma Integration under close 
scrutiny. 'We sincerely hope that it does not turn to just another piece of paper' 
and that it will bring concrete actions and also be correlated with the utilization 
of EU funds. The implementation will be subject to close monitoring on the part 
of the Commission', said Mr. Hatt.  During the conference, the experience of 
various international organizations and institutions was presented in terms of 
monitoring of Roma integration. Presentations have been made by Mr. Andrey 
Ivanov (UNDP), Joost De Laat (World Bank), Bartek Lesser (European 
Commission), Adam Kullman (Open Society Institute) and others. In his 
speech, Deyan Kolev recommended that 
such forums should also envisage 
presentations of Roma organizations. 'I 
hope that for Roma with the Roma 
principle has not been replaced by for 
Roma without the Roma added he 
jokingly.  In the course of its approval 
some key elements from the National 
Strategy on Roma Integration about 
which the Roma organizations laid 
demands have been skipped and this seriously affected the quality of the 
document, stressed Kolev.  To be more specific, he gave an example with the 
missing Annex 'Programs for Implementation of NSRI' which contains the 
specific programs envisaged for the coming years. 'The Annex has been 
proposed and introduced to the Council of Ministers, received approval from 
many ministries but it is not available in the final version of the documents 
adopted by the government. We hope that this is an administrative error subject 
to correction', stated Kolev.  Stela Kostova, Vice President of the National 
Council for Cooperation on Ethnic and Integration Issues from the civil society 
quota, stressed out that much of the funds envisaged for the implementation of 
the approved Activity Plan have been cut down which makes their 
implementa t ion  a  b i t  dubious .  Dr .  StefanPanayotovandMr .  
GanchoIlievexpressedtheir disappointment by the fact that in terms of 
Healthcare priority within the Activity Plan, there is no trace of the envisaged in 
the preliminary discussions of the interdepartmental working group. 'The Plan 
reiterates the agreements reached by the Council of Ministers in July 2011 and it 
seems, in the long run, that our efforts have been in vain. Dr. Panayotovinsisted 
on immediate alterations in this respect. Statements have been made from 
manyotherNGO representatives as well. Deputy Prime Minister Tstvetanov and 
representatives of Roma NGO's within an informal meeting made discussions 
on what can be done as corrective measures. Mr. Tsvetanov assured that the 
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of Operative Programs. The preliminary requirements are directly 
linked to the thematic objectives and the horizontal principles.

·          Applying the territorial principle in the Partnership Agreement 
through coordination of the five European Funds and other sources of funding, 
support for an integrated approach to regional and local development and 
identification of geographic regions (urban, rural, coastal and mountain 
regions). Enhanced European territorial cooperation, the widest range of tools 
(macro-regional strategies sea basins and European groups for territorial 
cooperation). Ivan Ivanov presented the steps for preparing the documents for 
the new programming period. They will follow Decree 5 adopted by the Council 
of Ministers on 11.01.2012 In February, an Interagency Working Group will be 
established to assist the preparation of the Partnership Agreement between 
Bulgaria and the EU. In May 2012 the Council of Ministers will approve a list of 
new operational programs, with their thematically specified objectives, as well 
as preliminary financial resource required. In June, thematic working groups 
will be established for  preparation of new operational programs. An Act to for 
Management of EU Funds is foreseen to be adopted in June . In all working 
groups,  representatives of NGOs will be included selected via transparent 
procedure, promised Ivanov in response to numerous inquiries. Presentations of 
the conference can be found at: 

UN LAUNCHES MONITORING PROJECT OF HEALTHCARE SECTION 
WITHIN THE NATIONAL STRATEGY ON ROMA INTEGRATION

A workshop organized by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights to the United Nations brought together 30 representatives of the World 
Health Organization, UNDP, UNICEF, International organization for Migration 
and Roma NGO's. The meeting was held on January 30-31 and was moderated 
by Jan Jarab - a regional representative of the Office for Human Rights of UN for 
Europe. Bulgaria was represented by Dr. Stefan Panayotov, Mrs. Liliya 
Makaveeva and Mr. Deyan Kolev. The aim of the meeting was to establish a 
Consultative group on Roma access to health care. It will assist the UN in 
implementing the project "Strengthening of the activities to achieve MDGs 4 
and 5 in the context of the Decade of Roma inclusion and the National Strategies 
for integration of Roma". The components of this project will be implemented 
by WHO,UNDP,UNICEF and IOM during 2012 and 2013.  The project aims to 
assist governments in creating a capacity for monitoring of the "Health" part of 
the National Roma Strategies. It envisages to published results of a study on the 
health status of the Roma living in EU-member countries and countries-
candidates for EU; educational materials about the nature of the MDG's and 
their monitoring; in addition, materials on sexual and reproductive health will 
be published and monitoring of the "Health" part of the national strategies for 
integration in Bulgaria, Macedonia and Montenegro will be implemented. The 
participants discussed the main activities and possible mechanisms for 
monitoring. They appealed for increased participation of Roma organizations in 
the project's implementation in all its phases. Special attention was also paid to 
the process of development and subsequent evaluation of the national strategies 
for Roma integration. The participants from Bulgaria explained their 
disappointment that in the "Health" part of the Action Plan of the Roma Strategy 
none of the proposals submitted by the interdepartmental working group, 
preparing the Strategy were included.  This is a serious disrespect of the work of 
the participants in that working group and the reason is not the lack of political 
will, but poor coordination in the process of the document development. Roma 
organizations are already making steps in the engagement of the Ministry of 
Health in order this mistake to be fixed. Deyan Kolev presented the experience 
of Amalipe in conducting a community monitoring of the health services on 
local level. He stressed that the monitoring on local level should find a place in 
the overall system monitoring and evaluation of the international policy. All the 
three Bulgarian representatives pointed out that the Centers for community 
development (irrespective of the function name) are one of the most successful 
practice existing to improve the status of Roma because they offer a holistic 
approach by supporting the modernization and the development of the 
community.

http://www.eufunds.bg/bg/pubs/1613

MOBILE TECHNOLOGY FOR FREE GYNECOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATIONS

The Ministry of Health discussed with Roma organizations the opportunity 
for using  mobile technology for free gynecological examinations in 2012 

(supplied under PHARE Program 4 years ago). This took place at a meeting 
of the Chief State Health Inspector Dr. Angel Kunchev and expert Galya 

Traykova with organizations from the whole country. The funds for all year 
round operation of mobile units are ensured and in the second half of 2012 
the technology can cover new areas as well.  For that purpose, request from 

the Regional Health Inspections is entailed, cooperation on the part of 
municipalities and the willingness of the non-governmental organizations to 

promote the inclusion of Roma in the free examinations.

MEYS DISCUSSES FUTURE OPERATION FOR ESTABLISHMENT 
OF  UNIFIED INFORMATION SYSTEM TRACKING SCHOOL 

DROPOUT RATE

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Science (MEYS) discussed an envisaged 
operation for establishing a unified information system for tracking the rate of 
school dropout. This happened at meetings held on 11 and 18 January in Sofia. 
In meetings took part experts from the MEYS, National Association of 
Municipalities, SEGA Foundation and Center Amalipe. It is expected the 
operation to be financed by the Operational Program Human Resources. The 
rumors that the state will pay fees for kindergartens for Roma children are 
greatly overstated! Another sensation caused the publication of the Action Plan 
to the National Roma Integration Strategy. Many national media announced that 
according the payment the fees for kindergartens for Roma children is 
obligation of the state. What is the truth? In fact, nothing other than the current 
situation is foreseen. The Plan included a project "Social Inclusion", financed by 
a loan from the World Bank. The project is targeted to establishment of social 
services supporting early childhood development and will be implemented in 68 
municipalities, approved in 2011. The services do not envisage free 
kindergarten. As co-financing of Bulgaria declares that free education in pre-
school (preparatory class or preparatory group) will be ensured which already 
exists for all children since 2004.

ROMA IN OUR COUNTRY SUFFER BECAUSE OF THE CRISIS AS 
THE OTHER GROUPS OF SOCIETY

The Roma community did not stand away from the consequences of economic 
and financial crisis, suffering as the whole Bulgarian society, and in addition feel 
more discriminated last years. These are the conclusions in a research presented 
at the First National Roundtable on the International Project targeting the Roma 
inclusion. The event was organized by the Open Society Institute - Sofia and 
brought together representatives of the government, private and non-
governmental organizations. The team conducted the national survey "EU 
INCLUSIVE" during the first half of 2011, announced important and 
unexpected results on the problems of Roma community in the country. In 
refutation of the myth that Roma are the group that relies most on the social 
benefits, only 4.3% of respondents declared that they receive maternity benefits 
and child allowances for children up to 1 year. 13% of our Roma interviewed 
compatriots used assistance for heating and 9.6 % - support for socially 
disadvantage. Data are representative of the Roma who identify themselves as 
such and live in geographically distinct areas. The Roma community is dealing 
with the consequences of economic and financial crisis, like the other social 
groups. Driven by the need to provide income for the household, 12% of survey 
respondents indicated that they have resided abroad for more than 3 months, the 
frequency of travel has increased after Bulgaria's accession to the European 
Union in 2007.For about 84.2% of abroad residents, the main reason for 
migration is the search for better income and better life. Data derived Greece as 
the most preferred destination for work abroad among Roma (30%), followed 
by Italy (15.2%), Germany (11.2%) and Spain (10.4%). A significant problem is 
that Roma are still living in a hut or camper - 4.8% of study participants. About 
3% manage to live for rent and 86% live in housing that is owned by the 
household. The report includes not only data of the survey, but also proposals for 
public policies in areas as social inclusion, public administration, migration and 
employment. More information about the project and partners: 

Soros Foundation Romania, in partnership with Open Society Institute-Sofia, 
Bulgaria; 
Roma Secretariat Foundation – Spain; 
“House of Charity Abriyani Angel” Foundation - Italy

http://www.osf.bg/?cy=32&lang=1&a0i=222671&a0m=read&a0p_id=516
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COMMUNITY MODERATORS PARTICIPATED IN 
THE CLEANING OF THE HEAVY SNOW IN 

ETROPOLE

 

The ongoing a second day already rain and snow in the area of the 
municipality Etropole created many difficulties for the residents of 
Etropole.  The situation in the town is dire after the heavy snowfall on 
January 7-8, 2012. The snow cover there reached nearly 80 inches in the 
most areas of the town and in the surrounding villages there is no electricity. 
In the first day of the new week instead starting work the residents of 
Etropole came out to clear their handing shovels in hands. By the initiative 
of the Mayor of Ertopole all the servants from the municipality 
administration have been cleaning the snow on the square outside and other 
areas of the town all day long. The snow-clearing action  in Etropole was 
joined by the community moderators from Center for community 
development – Etropole, created by Center Amalipe.  

CLEANING CAMPAIGN IN THE ROMA THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD IN NOVI PAZAR

During the not so enjoyable afternoon of January 19, 2012 moderators of 
the Center for Community Development - Novi Pazar in cooperation with 
the municipality of Novi Pazar organized a campaign to clean the Roma 
neighborhood in the town. Just in two hours and despite the bad weather to 

the initiative responded all the students from the School Parliament of 
"Nikola Vaptsarov", Elementary School, Novi Pazar;  high school students 
in Agriculture, neighborhood volunteers and representatives of the Family 
and Advisory Center. Personally the Mayor of Novi Pazar, Mr. Rumen 
Panayotov and Deputy Mayor Mrs. Kurteva provided the transport for 
disposal of the waste collected. During the initiative the representatives of 
the Student Parliament chose also the Parliament's name - Amalipe. They 
now recognize it as part of the Center for Community Development, 
created by Amalipe. With this campaign, participants showed that the 
Roma community is active and there are socially engaged young people 
and society must get acquainted with the best examples of the community. 
On the other hand the neighborhood residents said they were very 
pleasantly surprised by how many Roma youths were involved in the event 
and that such measures are important to develop the discipline and the work 
skills of young people. The initiative is planned to be continued as the 
moderator decided once a month to initiate the cleaning of certain areas in 
the town.

CELEBRATING THE MIDWIVES DAY

On the occasionof Midwives Day – January 21, known also as the Day of 
midwife assistance, all the centers for community development in Kameno, 
Peshtera, Etropole, Byala Slatina, Pavlikeni and Novi Pazar organized 

special celebrations. Midwives Day is one of the most 
respected women's holidays, celebrated for centuries in honor 

of the old woman-midwife in the area. The holiday is related with family 
traditions and it is equally accepted from all ethnicities living on the 
territory of Bulgaria. There is not a better reason for all habitants of the 
village to come together and to celebrate this wonderful traditional feast. As 
organized by the Centers for community development in the six project's 
municipalities (Kameno, Peshtera, Etropole, Byala Slatina, Pavlikeni and 
Novi Pazar), the celebration started before noon on January 21. In Novi 
Pazar the community moderators in collaboration with the Family-
Consultative Center – Novi Pazar and a lot of volunteers all dressed up as 
old women wearing traditional folk's costumes, were personally greeted by 
the mayor Mr. Rumen Panayotov. The old women wished to the mayor: “A 
lot of new born babies in the coming years on the territory of the 
municipality; also that the ecological legal framework should not be 
overstepped through the extraction of shale gas; that the mayor provides 
work places for all the town's residents and that Novi Pazar becomes a town 
with prospects for young people so that they don't go abroad”. The old 
women have been also greeted by the municipal administration, as well as 
by the social and the healthcare services. Everywhere they were calling for 
more attention on the part of institutions and municipality. In the town of 
Kameno, the village of Altimir (Byala Slatina Municipality) and the village 
of Batak (Pavlikeni Municipality) Midwives Day was celebrated by 
showing a century-old ritual. All the people at the town square saw “how 
the old midwife was taken from her house by a harnessed donkey cart 
which took her to the square” where the ritual was performed. The midwife 
was served by young women who helped her wash her hands. The water 
dropping down of her hands the midwife sprinkles on the women around 
wishing them good health, fertility and to smooth birth. After that, 
according to the ritual the midwife was given a towel, soap and an apron. 
This was followed by a traditional folk dance “horo”. There were a lot of 
traditional dishes cooked by the local women for everyone participating in 
the holiday. The moderator from the Center for community development - 
Peshtera made visit in one of the Roma houses in the town where the ritual 
on the occasion of Midwives Day has been performed. As traditional 
present for the midwife on that day is given a towel and a soap. Young 
women who have already children fill in copper containers with fresh 
water. In the copper mug full of water they dip a bunch of basil and 
geranium. Each woman brings a bar of soap and a new towel to be given to 

the “midwife”. After that everyone is invited at the midwife's home. They 
must wash the hands of the old woman, called “washing”. The washing 
ritual must be performed under a fruit tree in the garden, on a loggerhead or 
in front of the stairs. Each woman pours water on the midwife's hands and 
gives her the towel she brought. Then the midwife wipes her wet hands on 
the petticoat of the women - this ritual means a blessing for fertility. The 
tradition in Peshtera says that when the hands of the midwife are washed 
she lets the water dipping through her fingers and jumps three times saying 
“Let the children scurry and have white and red cheekbones! The more 
drops, the more prosperity and good health!” As soon as the guests give 
their presents, the midwife invites everyone on the table covered with 
plentiful cakes and banitsa. A lot of laugh, joy and songs accompany the 
traditional female holiday. In the town of Etropole the Center for 
community development organized the celebration of the Midwives Day in 
the Roma neighborhood. The celebration was opened with the ceremonial 
arrival of the oldest woman. (80-year old) She arrived with a companion, 
leaning on his cane, dressed in traditional costume and wearing a tammy at 
her back with a doll into it. The old woman told a lot about the celebration of 
this day and sent message to the young women to preserve the traditions 
and to keep the spirit of that day for the future generations. The celebration 
ended everywhere with singing and dancing. 
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in school and pilot school is a school which is supported by the 
mentoring in the development and implementation of its 

dropout prevention program. At the beginning of preceding 
school year, a total of 7755 students of Roma and Bulgarian ethnicity entered 
the classroom, ratio 51% 49% Bulgarian and Roma. After implementing the 
program during the first year, dropout rate was reduced to 0.98% compared 
to 2.47% average dropout rate in project schools in 2009-2010. So, within a 
single year, we managed to reduce the dropout by nearly 70%! A reduction of 
40% in school absence has been achieved in pilot schools. Apart from this, 
the number of graduated Roma eighth graders who remained in school 
reached 292 (compared to 105 students in the preceding year). In the second 
year of project implementation, 2011/2012, CIEDT Amalipe introduced the 
'Program for Reduction of the Dropout Rate of Roma Children' in 90 schools 
(35 'mentoring' and 55 'pilot' schools) in 20 regions of Bulgaria. This year, in 
the program work are involved four regional coordinators – each responsible 
for specific region. The schools which continue their work under the 
Program in the second year are 24, out of which 17 are mentoring and 7 pilot 
schools in 2011/2012. The schools which functioned as 'mentoring' in the 
preceding year and this year continue as such are 8, while 9 of them have 
been pilot schools and due to high scores displayed have become 'mentoring' 
in the second year of the project. The visible change achieved nourishes our 
hopes that every school can become a desirable area for students. The 
methods we applied together with pilot schools to achieve these results 
proved in the long run effective. The school programs for dropout prevention 
and retention of children in school is an essential tool for planning activities 
targeted at keeping students in school. Each school defines first its specific 
objectives and target group, then the specific activities targeted at retaining 
and attracting the children depending on the specific problems encountered. 
General trend of all school programs is that they envisage activities in four 
key areas: Working with teachers - training for all teachers to work 
effectively in a multicultural environment. This training is carried out, 
following the 'Teach the teacher' method: mentoring  teachers have been 
trained after which they are due to conduct training average one day a month 
in the pilot schools following their predefined module plan; Engaging 
parents - empowerment and involvement of parents to participate actively in 
school life by creating a Parent Club which gathers on a regular basis to plan 
how to organize the active school life of their children and helps dealing with 
cases of children at risk of dropping out; membership of parents of Roma 
ethnicity in an Board of Trustees, establishment and conducting of parental 
discussions on specific topics and problems or on their own initiative. Each 
school has the option to choose which of these three forms to use depending 
on the state of its parent community; Maintaining high levels of activity 
among students - through the Establishment of Student Parliament and his 
active work on dropout prevention through the introduction of the approach  
'peer education',  etc.; Introduction of multicultural and interactive education 
- in all project schools 'Ethnic Folklore - Roma Folklore' classes have been 
that had a key role in keeping children in school. In addition, intercultural 
elements have been incorporated in the mandatory school subjects. Many 
extracurricular activities brought variety in the learning process.

TEACHERS FROM OMUTRTAG WILL DEVELOP INDIVIDUAL 
WORK PLAN FOR EACH CHILD AT RISK OF DROPPING OUT

On 24 January was  held one of a series of monthly training sessions under 
the Project 'Together in Class and during Free Time' (BG 051PO 001-4.1.03-
0067 Human Resource Development  Operational Program) with the 

teachers participating in the project 
from the town Omurtag and the village 
Belomortsi. The training has been held 
at the Vocational School of Transport 
and Light Industry. Key topic of the 
training was the development of  an 
individual plan for child development 
and in particular, the development of 
profiles of the students at risk. The 
factors that may help to solve the 
problems associated with dropout and 

creating a supportive environment have been dwelt on. Each of the class 
leaders committed to develop an individual package with specific measures 
for each of the students at risk in their class.

Analysis of the healthcare reform and its impact on the Roma 
community in Republic of  Bulgaria in 2012 January

Prices and coverage of medical and dental services for 2012. 
On January 17th 2012 in issue number 5 of the State Newspaper Contract ?  РД-
НС-01-3 from December 30th of 2011 for acceptance of coverage and prices of 
medical care for 2012 was promulgated. The Contract is between National 
health insurance fund (NHIF) and the Bulgarian Medical Association (BMA). 
Contract ?  РД-НС-01-2 from December 30th, 2011 between NHIF and the 
Bulgarian Dental Association (BDA) for acceptance of coverage and prices of 
dental care for 2012. The Contracts come into force on January 1st, 2012 until 
December 31st, 2012. 

Changes in the Social Security Code
The recent changes in the Social Security Code can lead to blockage of the Labor 
Expert Medical Commission (LEMC). Since the beginning of this year the 
doctors at LEMC and the National Expert Medical Commission (NEMC) will 
return the payments for compensations or disability pensions if afterwards their 
decision is revoked or modified by the superior organ or the Court.
According to the medical specialists the change will lead to a close down of 
many medical expert commissions because the doctors would refuse to work 
under pressure. Moreover, the doctors are expected to start lowering the number 
of issued decisions of the Commission and the percentages of lowered ability to 
work due to fear of auditors' fines. The decisions itself will take more time due to 
the waste of time for “ridiculous and useless cases in different courts”. 
There were such sanctions for the doctors at experts' commissions before but in 
the summer of 2010 those were revoked and in case s commission's decision was 
pronounced invalid the compensations for disability were returned by the 
patients. With the changes in the Social security Code. 

Online database of births
The electronic register of births for 2012 works and all medical facilities in the 
country that have maternity departments and sectors have received the 
necessary software, electronic certificates to operate with the system and 
electronic signatures. All data about the infant, the mother, maternal medical 
team and the way that birth has undergone must be entered in the database. Data 
is entered no later than 24 hours after birth by a specially authorized medical 
officer.

76 Bulgarians have been treated abroad in 2011
The National Health Insurance Fund has issued 76 permits for planned treatment 
of Bulgarians abroad in 2011. In 2010, the NHIF received 89 requests for 
planned treatment abroad. Of these, 65 were within the competence of the 
institution. 33 of the application were granted permission for planned treatment 
abroad. In 2009, permits issued by the NHIF were 17 in, 2008 - 11 and in 2007 – 
4, the NHIF disclosed.
In considering any request the NHIF requires an opinion from the national 
consultants in the respected disease, and from the chairmen of the relevant 
scientific societies. Another permanent commission at the NHIF deals with 
cases in which persons who are health insured in Bulgaria and happened to be 
treated in an emergency temporary stay in a country within the EU who paid for 
the use of medical service. This commission reviews the cases of citizens who 
are paying health insurance in other EU countries or Switzerland, but have paid 
for use of emergency care during a temporary stay in Bulgaria. People, who pay 
for health insurance, pay out of their pocket for treatment in an EU country, if 
they don't carry a valid health insurance card, if they don't present it in the 
relevant hospital or if they were treated in a hospital that does not work with 
public health funds.

The Ministry of Health will pay more for transplantations in 2012
Since 2012 the health ministry will pay more to perform transplantations. The 
aim is to contribute to the growing number of these operations in the country. 
The biggest increase in funds is the one for liver transplantation. Larger amount 
of money will be dedicated also to heart transplantations. The funds for 
transplantation of kidney and small intestine also face an increase. A significant 
increase of resources is envisioned to perform transplantation of stem cells.

Action Plan for implementing the National Strategy for Roma 
integration in “Health” section until 2015

Chapter "Health" in the Action Plan of the National Roma Strategy repeats 
completely (by well-known operation copy-paste) the adopted in July Action 
Plan to the Health Strategy for disadvantaged people. The proposals of NGOs 
and the interdepartmental working group proved to be only an intellectual 



building a strong and united team beyond the standard, a proof that people 
everywhere have good hearts and can dream and work together! The 
exhibition has already gone round dozens of schools that work with 
programs for retention of Roma students in classrooms. It stays exhibited for 
a week in a given school, and  as of January, the exhibition is divided into two 
branches, northwest and northeast due to meet eventually in Veliko Tarnovo. 
In this way, each specific school will forward it to the next one, adding 
something of itself. The Travelling Exhibition grows and becomes richer in 
the course of its tour, taking messages about the dreams of students from 
different ethnicities and religions, which will in June be made visible at the 
Roma children's festival 'Open Heart'. Updated Timetable of the Exhibition 
Route is available at: 

THE TRAVELLING EXHIBITION STOP AT ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL GEORGI SAVA RAKOVSKI VILLAGE  OF GOLYAMO 

NOVO 

'The traveling exhibition is already by us! We arranged it today. How 
exciting! Such good spirits, so many smiles, desire for TO MAKE FRIENDS 
... !'  The happy mood it brought conquered all of us. The students from 
Golyamo Novo village have already written their messages to the children of 
Bulgaria. Students from the 'Ethnic Folklore - Roma Folklore' culture classes 
– grades 5 and 6 with their teacher Mrs Rosalina Krusteva followed the 
exhibition route on the map of Bulgaria. They collected information for most 
places and Roma groups living there. Among the items exhibited are 

dra

wings, essays and messages written by students from different regions in the 
country. The exhibition stays in each of the selected schools for a week. 
Children add up their works and send it further to the next school in line. 'G.S 
Rakovski' school is the only one in municipality Turgovishte chosen to be 
host of this exhibition. The colorful world of children's dreams has found a 
shelter for a week in the village Golyamo Novo. Inauguration speech has 
been pronounced by the Mayor of the village - Mrs. Hamdi 
Hadzhiibryamollu.

MY DREAM OF THE ROMA AND BULGARIA TODAY

I am 12 years old and of Roma ethnicity. I live in the town Lom and am sixth 
grade student in the best school in town - the 1ST Elementary School 'Nikola 
Purvanov'. I dream that the Roma are civilized, educated and trained to be 
useful for themselves as well as for society. That they serve as good example 
and provide good education for their children. I dream that Bulgarian people 
are more tolerant to the Roma minority and other ethnic groups in Bulgaria. 

http://romaeducation.com/index.php/bg/news/304-rtrt

That there is no prejudice against us Roma because we live in 
the same country under the same sky and sun. I dream that 

unemployment stops to exist, and our parents remain in Bulgaria 
and don't have to seek work abroad, away from us. I dream ... dream ...and 
I'm glad that we children - Bulgarian and Roma children from Elementary 
School in the town of Lom, live, learn and dream together.
Yuri Yuriev 6th grade, 1st Elementary School, town Lom

FOLLOWING THE STRAIN OF OUR CONSCIOUSNESS!

It wasn't the first, but one of the many times when I met the ink-black eyes of 
a dreaming child. Asking and looking for approval, encouragement.... They 
all have a dream ... Simona from 4b grade dreams of becoming a doctor, 
Doan 3 b grade - a policeman and Dzhemile 3 a grade –a  teacher ... From 
aside, their parents listen to them filled with tenderness and joy. They are 
proud because their children are members of the Student Parliament at 2nd 
Elementary School 'Vasil Levski', town Omurtag. And they, themselves – 
members of the Parent Club. This is the first meeting of the so-called 
'institutions'. I am watching a mother that is at most 23 years old. The same 
ink-black eyes looking for answers ... She had also had a dream to become a 
teacher ... / Got married at 14 /. How did she feel like when she had to say 
farewell to her dreams? What had she gone through? I am also looking for 
answers ... Parents I speak and pause. Their words are sometimes alarming, 
sometimes encouraging. Will they be able to help their children fulfill their 
dreams or is it only sufficient not to stop them? All are well-meaning, but say 
they are lacking in experience, they need support, and look with hope to the 
teachers. A teacher enthusiastically tells them about having approval for the 
next project. The school principal Tatiana Petrova assures them: 'We are 
convinced that we contribute to the development of the potential of each 
child, and we do so with care, positive attitude, motivation and support. 
Thus, our students gain confidence and knowledge giving them the power to 
succeed. You have wonderful children, give them a chance to fulfill your 
dreams!' I am leaving, but the thoughts in my head are like whirlwind and go 
like ever-rolling wheels ... I'll keep on looking for the correct paths to 
positive change for Roma children in school ... Maybe the chance to work in 
Amalipe will enable me to find them ... But one thing I know for sure - work 
with these children means responsibility and is connected with daily 
challenges. The SUCCESS motivates us to keep on working in that 
direction...

PROGRESS REPORT ON REDUCING THE DROPOUT RATE OF 
ROMA CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL 

The project 'Decreasing the Dropout Rate of Roma Children from School' is 
a three-year program implemented by CIEDT Amalipe funded by of 
'America for Bulgaria' Foundation. Its main objective is to reduce school 
dropout of Roma children in the compulsory age for education. Project 
activities are also targeted at solving the issue of school absence, poor marks, 
the relatively small percentage of Roma who continue their education in 
secondary schools (high schools), lack of participation of Roma parents in 
school life and school governance structures. The project's guiding principle 
is that a well-functioning school can ensure in the best way the attendance, 
retention and success of students. It provides also the best setting for 
successful educational integration of Roma children. A well-organized 
school knows how to involve parents, has the resources to offer a wider range 
of educational opportunities outside the one-shift classroom system and how 
to apply modern pedagogical methods of work (including interactive 
Intercultural education). The main concept of this project is that school 
dropout is pedagogical problem and educational resources are necessary to 
overcome it: social activities are only complementary. A reform in the 
overall school environment is necessary: changes in teaching methods used 
in educational programs, organization of the process of learning, interaction 
with parents. Interactive and intercultural education is the best medication 
against early school leaving: an example in this aspect are schools which 
introduced the 'Ethnic Folklore - Roma Folklore' culture classes as part of 
their curriculum. One year has elapsed since the start of the project, 
2010/2011 school year, in which CIEDT Amalipe gained experience in 
working with schools, totally 34 in 10 regions of Bulgaria, 13 of them were 
'mentoring' and 21 'pilot' schools. One of the main approaches applied in the 
program is the division of schools into two sub-groups mentioned. In this 
respect, mentoring school is the school which has gained certain amount of 
experience and is successful in its efforts to attract and retain Roma children 



HEALTH DOES NOT START TOMORROW! OUR 
HEALTH - OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY! 

 The Day of healthy eating and 
cooking for children was held in 
Novi Pazar on January 14, 2012 
under the slogan: "The protection of 
health does not start tomorrow". The 
initiative was conducted by the 
C e n t e r  f o r  C o m m u n i t y  
Development – Novi Pazar created 
by Amalipe, Veliko Tarnovo, in 
partnership with the Family 

Consultation Center, Novi Pazar. Healthcare is a responsibility of each 
individual, each family and of the entire society. Of particular 
importance to the nation's health is the health promotion. 
The Day of healthy eating was held in many interesting ways. 
Participants were children aged 6 to 12 years old. The mission of the 
event was to educate children and to challenge them to seek and to eat 
healthy foods. Unfortunately, our market is flooded with thousands of 
unhealthy food products. Another problem is the advertising of high-
energy food which often is not healthy. Children often look for "tasty 
treats" and if they don't find them at the school-bistro, they buy them 
from the nearby shops around schools. It is very important kids to be 
better informed.
The meeting was in an interactive educational training and the 
children were not only passive listeners but active partners and 
creators of their own knowledge on healthy and balanced diet. They 
learned what and how to eat for their personal hygiene and health. 

WALK UP TO 'MISHEVA CHESHMA' IN PESHTERA

In a lovely winter Saturday Angelina Demirova – Community 
Moderator at the Center for Community Development - Peshtera and 
Mr. Dafinka Samardjieva – teacher at 'Lyuben Karavelov' Elementary 
School, Peshtera organized a student walk-up to the 'Misheva 
cheshma' area near Peshtera. By this little rusty and not so fashionable 
way of sport, recreation and leisure, children received the opportunity 

t o  

enjoy fresh air, to sport, to talk and to learn something not included 
about the town his history and sights outside of the textbooks. Outdoor 
sport brings a huge pleasure; it doesn't not require money but only 
desire and time. Outdoor walk up is a good alternative of the sport even 
during the winter. It makes us think about how often we justify the lack 
of funds to equip a gym where the children to train. Outdoors 
exercising has its advantages: it's free, allows you to leave the house, 
it's relaxing and gives you the opportunity to communicate and to 
breathe fresh air.  During the student's walk-up spontaneously grew-
up the idea for a best reader contest. Children recite favorite poems and 
sang songs and turned the chilly winter day into a real snow fun.

exercise - none of them was included. About a million BGN of its 
budget the Ministry will spend the next 5 years on the Roma. About 

10 thousand BGN are devoted to lectures on how to prevent teenage 
pregnancy and the same amount will be spend on lectures with young mothers 
on how important is to vaccinate their children. 200,000 BGN are envisioned for 
6000 obstetric-gynecologic examinations with mobile offices. 60 thousand 
BGN will cost recruiting teams to visit Roma and to do the required 
immunizations. 250,000 BGN will be allocated annually for the program for 
Roma medical students.

The number of medical specialists drops down. 
According to the gloomy forecasts of experts from the Bulgarian Medical 
Association after five years there will be nobody to treat people, especially in 
areas which are now known to have deserted and some of the poorest in Europe, 
such as Vidin, Smolyan, Silistra, Kardjali. For one year for the entire province 
Kardjali, which according to NSI has a population of 152,808 has only one 
rheumatologist. He sees patients twice a week and in front of his office a long 
line curls. Patients commented that even with good intentions that specialist can 
not see everyone who needs her help. The doctor is from Stara Zagora and 
travels twice a week average of 200 km in both directions for patients' 
examinations in Kardjali. Rheumatologists are needed in other areas of the 
country, but no official report shows the precise number of that kind of 
specialists and what areas are at higher need. Officially registered doctors in 
Bulgaria are 32 100, some of them have several specialties. The problem is that 
they are not evenly distributed in different areas. Understandably, most doctors 
are in Sofia, Plovdiv, Varna, Burgas and Stara Zagora, the shortfall in Kardjali, 
Smolyan, Silistra, Vidin, Razgrad. The last four areas according to the register of 
BMA have an average of 320 physicians for about 140,000 people; in Sofia-city 
they are 8781 and 3480 in Plovdiv. According to the BMA the most rare doctors 
with specialties such as maxillofacial surgery, which in Bulgaria is only 23 
persons. Thus, each of them is accountable for potentially around 320,000 
Bulgarians. At extinction are doctors who specialized in emergency medicines. 
In Bulgaria there are only 42. Problems exist in radiotherapy - only 44 doctors 
have acquired this degree. The entire Bulgaria relies on 54 pathologists. They 
perform biopsies of patients and diagnose many diseases, including research 
and common hernias. Apart from that they engage in proving the cause of death. 
Lack of specialists we also experience in nutrition. There are only 28 of them in 
the entire country, shows report. The top 10 most favorite subjects are: Internal 
Medicine - 4667 doctors, Pediatrics - 2202, Anesthesiology - 1604 Surgery - 
1485, Gynecology-1462, Neurology – 1079, Ophthalmology - 709, Bio-
chemistry - 603, Psychiatry - 584, Ears, Nose and Throat - 582. Government 
supported positions for graduate students who want to specialize are few. For 
2012 there are only 184 versus 592 for paid specialization, according to 
information from the website of the Health Ministry. For comparison only from 
Medical University in Sofia in 2011, 225 Masters of Medicine graduated. Only 
four positions were allocated to "Endocrinology", which is disappearing among 
professionals.

e-Service facilitates work of dentists and patients
New e-service "Cancelled health insurance books" works on the website of 
National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF). It contributes significantly to facilitate 
the work of dentists - allows them to verify a valid book at the moment a patient 
seek treatment with his health insurance book. This prevents the possibility of 
double counting of the same activity in one patient or excess of number of dental 
services within the calendar year. The service is introduced in the commitment 
of the National Health Insurance Fund arising from the 2012 National 
Framework Agreement for dental work. According to it, the institution must 
publish on its website a list of invalid health insurance books.

By January 31st 2012 self-insured could change the type of insuring
Those patients must be insured under "Pensions" fund of the state social 
insurance, but may choose to pay insurance in "General disease and maternity" 
fund. Self-insured may choose to pay their insurance contributions at a higher 
rate or to pay contributions at a lower rate of disability due to sickness. The type 
of insurance can be changed for each calendar year, if a declaration form is filled. 
The deadline for applications was January 31st. The applications must be filed in 
the offices of the NRA in person or by proxy or by mail with return receipt. On 
the website of the NRA www.nap.bg information is posted, accompanied by 
concrete examples in determining the final 
amount of the insurance income for self-insured.  


